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Micws views:
gorgeous Iitthe
mews streels,
midny with the
added glamour
of a Blue Plague,
are a halimark
of Souith
Eensington
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£10.5 million:
for otter sedf-
indulgence, this
four-bedroom
miews hause n
Ponl Stréet, Swl,
is hard to beat
(left, below keft
and above right).
It covmes with a
full-size godf
cimulator, steam
room and gym,
and offers

W
spacious living
Through Strutt

A £160m revamp, with
new nomes by
Brompton Estates
and a boutique
quarter with a touch
of French charm, are
aiving South Ken

a serious makeover,
says David Spittles

OUTH KENSINGTON is
perting leself spruced up
tor spring. The historic
peighbousood, with s
world-Bumous museuns,
the Lycée and French
Quarier and elegant gar-
den sopuares, now hos the
ghimaour of a new boutique shopping
district at The Brompton Quarter, while
streciscape Improvernents arcand two

key points — South Kensingron Tubwe
station and Exhibition Road - are mak-
iR it more artractive for pedesrians,

Last week, Prince’s Gardens, with its
grand sucoo wwn houses, reopended
after a £1G0 milSon revamp by Imperial
College, which has budlt seven halls of
residence and a spores centre, 3dding
to the upbext and youthful feel.

The makeover has ol gone unng-
ticed by the new vwave of bonus-
happy, chequebook-waggling Ciry
bankers, and property prices have
r:hmntltd!:mngiv

mﬂbyﬁmﬂﬂsmmﬂmm
after Christmas the bonus buyer Is
back,” says Tim Wright, of Knighe
Frank's Kensington office. Most enguir-
les appear to be coming from people
who want (o upgrade by buying a
better, bigger house in London rather
than splitting the money up into irmvest-
ment and country property.

Kensingron heaves with seriously
wealthy people — the long list of Blue
Plaques proves it has been the address
of cholce for the rich and powerful
since Georgian times. Yet it hat a mix
of properiies that have alwinys catened
for those in transit: businessmen,
creatves, stsdents from aroumsd the
globe and singles enjoying central
London before settling down. All of
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whom have appreciated the mix of
mansion block apartments, mews
hoteses, purpose-b il Sixties frechold
homes and leases short and long to sult
every kind of budget.

With much of the district listed,

where cagle-eyed conservation groups
keep guard, opporiunites (o squesze
in péw hommes are rare. Yet resovroeful
developers manage to find =ome each
VAT,
" Thwee houses lurve been built an the
site of the former Covs Of Kensingion
chetsic car showroom, tucked qway in
cobbied Queen's Gate Mews. Ruryging in
size [rom 2,000 f 1o 3,400 ft, the
homes overcome the restrictions =
MATTOM TOOEPOON, POOMsS, ool faiural
Lght — of radidonal mews houses,
Integral garapes have been made eara-
wide to accommuedate larger, high-end
cars, such as a Bentley. Prioes start at
£4.25 million. Call Jackson-Stops & Stafl
o 20 TRE] 5881,

Comversion of a house in Colehermne
Road has spawned three flats, priced
from £673,000 to about EZmillion,
which are already receiving offers. For
more Information, <all 020
TR 1234,

Mainstream properties in Kensingron
equate o roughdy £1,200 a square foot,
though the best homes can cost twice
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this figure. Typical Is a refurbished
two-bedroom apartment (347sq ft phes
terrace) &t the top of 2 sbstansial e
house in Queen’s Gate, which {s on the
market for £1.15million. For more
information, call Hampdons on 02D
ThES 2044

Five lusury apanments have been
created 20 3 Queeen's Gate Place, a leafy
garden terrace behind the Cromsell
Eoad museums.,

Theste homes hupve “clngdie-contem-
porary”™ teriors, with modern finkhes
such as black-gloss kitchens set againss
restored archivecoural detalls, and
come with air conditioning, auwdio-
visual system and programmable mood
lighting. Prices range from £1.95 million
1o £4.95milllon, Call Farleys on 020
TERED 1234,

The ract between Odd Brompton
Road and Fulham Road s the residen-
tial heart of South Kensingion, with
Thurboe Square, Pelham Cresoent and
Onslow Gardens among the prestize
addresses. Most of this patch used o
be owned by The Henry Smith Charity,
Lnderaners since the [7th century, ber
in the Nineties the estate was sold to

of dispesals, alkraing local small estate
companies to consolidate their
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property portfolios. One of these is
Brompton Estates, which is focusing
on a micro neighbourhood berween
Beauchamp Place and Thurloe Flace,
opposite the impressive bulk of Bromp-
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From £1.95 million: new luxury apartments (above) at Queen's
Gate Place, SW7 by Northbeach. Call Farleys (020 7589 1234).
Left: spacious mews house in Pont Street, SW (as before)

and restaurants around the wonderful
Art Nouveau Michelin Building on Ful-
ham Foad. A rolling programme of
refurbishment is bringing new flats

to the market. Visit www.brompton-

A YOUTHFUL REMIX I-'OR SOUTH KEN
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ton Oratory. This prized chunk of free-  quarter.com. unnoticed

hold bricks and mortar has more than Zouth Kensington Estates, another by the new

100 retail units with mansion flits  local company, has about 100 proper- yinene

above. When Brompton Estates  ties in the area and is renovating two Wave of

acquired the land five yearsago, itwas  buildingswith 14 Rlats, includingapent- 1019

a grimy, unfashionable strip, strangely  house, on Egerton Gardens. g

at odds with the glamorous shopplog Properties are let on annual leases by HHY

experience available at Harrods, onfy WA Ellis, withrentsranging from £495  cheoueho

a stone's throw away. aweek. Arefurbished mews housewith :
Today, itis called Brompron Quarter,  a Danish design theme i8 available for " 55505

anupmarket retall destination, special- 6875 a week. Call 020 T306 1604, L0V

ising in homewares (Divertimenti, Asin Marylebone, where high-quality 11 ape

Smallboene, SieMatic, Skandium, Boffi,
B&E Italia).

In neighbourhood terms it has filled
the gap between swanky Knightsbridge
and the ulra-smart cluster of shops

retail has been nurtured by The
Howard de Walden Estate, South Ken-
sington residents will benefit from
better amenities on their doorstep and
a price boost to thelr homes,
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